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for pasture. Rather less than one-sixth of the land is ploughed,
the principal crops being oats, potatoes, turnips, and flax. The
first three of these are widely distributed throughout the lowland
area, but flax is most abundant in the rich basaltic soils of the lower
Bann and round Lough Neagh, where the temperate climate is
peculiarly favourable to it. Unfortunately, in the after-treatment
of the plant the Ulster farmer appears to be careless and unscientific,
and Irish flax does not hold its own with that imported from abroad.
Dairy ..farming has developed mainly in the vicinity of the industrial
areas, as in the valley of the Lagan and around Belfast Lough; other
cattle are widely distributed, except in the highlands where their
place is taken by sheep.
The industrial life of Northern Ireland is concentrated, to a great
extent, hi the north-east. The mineral wealth of the region, it is
true, is of little importance, as there is practically no coal, and
the aluminous iron ores which occur in the basalt of the Antrim
plateau are seat to England to be used as a flux in smelting the red
hematite of Cumberland and Lancashire, while the aluminium
which is found in the associated bauxite is manufactured in Scotland.
On the other hand, Northern Ireland is easily able to obtain coal
from Ayrshire and South Lancashire, and iron and steel from
Cumberland and other parts of Great Britain, for the shipbuilding
yards at Belfast. There, a certain amount of compensation for the
want of raw material is found in the relative cheapness of land and
labour, and the excellent facilities for launching vessels. Belfast
builds some of the largest ships in the world and, according to
tonnage, has an output of nearly 12 per cent that of the United
Kingdom. Londonderry is also engaged in shipbuilding, but on a
much less extensive scale.
The manufacture of linen in Ireland was a natural result of the
cultivation of flax in that country, but at the present time much
of the jaw material is imported from abroad, especially from
Belgium and Latvia. The facilities for bleaching afforded by cli-
matic conditions and the nature of the water supply, as well as the
large reserve of female labour, have done much to concentrate the
industry in Belfast, though, it is also carried on to a greater or less
extent in many of the sujrounding towns and villages. Shirt-
making, whick gives employment to a large number of people in the
west of the province, probably owes its origin to the presence of the